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Present: Councillors, M Edwards (ME) Chairman, H Monro (HM) Vice Chairman, R Bowe (RB)   
P Edwards (PE), S Green (SG), , M Hall (MHa), T Hills (TH), M Horley (MHo), P Stapley (PS),  
M Stratford (MS), K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), Cllrs J Johnson (JJ) C Maynard (CM), and 10 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies for absence. 

J Woodhead 
 

2. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
None 
 

3. Questions from Members of the Public on matters on the agenda 
A resident asked if provision had been made for the large electronic sign warning motorists to 
‘slow down’ to be placed on Church Lane ahead of the Christmas lights. KD advised that she 
would chase Sussex Police to see if the sign will be available. 
 

4. Minutes of the Planning and Council Meetings held on the 3rd October 2018 were approved 
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
None 

6. Policies 
 6.1 Grievance Procedure – Council resolved to adopt the policy 
 6.2 Disciplinary Procedure – Council resolved to adopt the policy 
 6.3 Personnel Working Group TOR – Council resolved to adopt the policy 
 

7.    Cricket Ground (CM joined the meeting) 
7.1 Pavilion update - The report from Ian Taylor (IT) was noted  
http://www.westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/7.1_Westfield_CC_Pavilion_--Update_28.10.2018.pdf 
IT advised that CCTV will shortly be installed free of charge. He advised that the Club would not 
need to register with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) as the area covered by the 
camera is not a public area. 
7.2 Lease – Council resolved to approve the lease 

 
8.    Tennis Club lease 

Prior to the meeting KD had provided Council with a letter from the Secretary of the Tennis Club, 
in response to the terms offered by Council at the last meeting. A representative from the Tennis 
Club was invited to discuss the terms of the lease with Councillors. Council resolved to approve 
the terms of the lease, which includes the release of Sunday afternoon from 1pm for public use 
and from 6pm on Thursdays. KD to draft new lease. 

 
    9.     RDC Proposed Submission Development and Site Allocations (DaSA) Plan                  
            Council discussed the plan, which save for the change in the proposed use of the strip of land 
            Between Moor Lane and the A28 from a cycle path to allotments, remains unchanged for 
            Westfield. Council agreed to support the proposal for allotments. HM advised that Figure 
            57 incorrectly shows the footpath going across the Cricket Ground. (Consultation period is from  
            26th October to 7th December 2018). http://rother.gov.uk/dasa 
   HM opined that the Moorhurst site has been left derelict for too long and he asked if the District 

Councillors could apply pressure on ESCC to get the project started, or alternatively if the Parish 
Council could set up a Community led Housing Association to do so. CM advised that a meeting 
is planned with the ESCC Land Management Team and leader of the ESCC to walk around 
Westfield next week to look at a number of sites, including Moorhurst. 

    
  10.     All weather track in Recreation Ground 

    HM advised that a resident had suggested the installation of an all weather track in the 

http://www.westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/7.1_Westfield_CC_Pavilion_--Update_28.10.2018.pdf
http://rother.gov.uk/dasa
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   Recreation Ground for the use of small children with their bikes and scooters. Council agreed in 
   principle that it was a good idea and resolved to appoint a Working Group consisting of HM, SG, 
   MHa and MS. HM will write Terms of Reference. 

  

  Reports: 
  11.     District and County Councillor’s report 

CM advised that the recent budget doesn’t mean there will be lots of additional funding available. 
However, there will be one off payments for Adult Social Care and potholes. CM opined that this 
does not fill the funding gap. CM has asked for a paper to go to RDC Cabinet in December to 
request they cover the 4 urban grass cuts again for 2019/20, which equates to approximately 
£1500 for Westfield. 

 
     12.     Clerk’s report – The report was noted.  

http://westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/12._Clerks_report_18-11.pdf 

KD advised that a resident has made a request for Council to consider putting a hole/window p in 

the side of the bus shelter near the recreation Ground, so that waiting passengers can see the 

bus approaching in inclement weather. MHo advised that he would have a look to see if this 

would be possible. 
 

      13.    Chairman of Trustees report 
None 
 

      14.    Chairman of the Council and other member’s reports 
Peter Stapley expressed concern about the upcoming diversion down Bluemans Lane, when 
Moat Lane is closed for work in December. KD was asked to contact Highways to see if it would 
be possible to have a one-way diversion in place.  
 
Hamish Monro advised that he and MHo had erected the ‘There but not there’ silhouettes 
around the village, and he felt they were very effective. 
 
Michael Horley urged everyone to go and look at the WW1 Exhibition, and he thanked Ruth and 
Ben Carter for all their hard work in putting the exhibition together. 
MH also opined that Council’s Financial Regulations should be changed to allow the Clerk more 
flexibility in authorising expenditure. Currently Council have to seek numerous quotes and works 
can only be authorised by full Council, which can result in a delay in urgent works being carried 
ot. KD advised that could change the Financial regulations at the next Council meeting, but they 
are normally reviewed at the AGM in May. Council agreed to review them then. 
 
Min Stratford opined that the poppy displays throughout the village had been amazing, and 
expressed her thanks to KD for co-ordinating the project and going into each of the classes at 
school to make poppies. KD was presented with some gifts of thanks, and said how pleased she 
was to be involved in such a wonderful project that had brought all the community groups 
together. KD thanked MS for suggesting the idea initially. 
MAS also advised that the solar powered lights were not very powerful so she would be 
purchasing battery operated lights for the trees at Churchfield. 
 
Martin Hall asked if there was any action that Council could take now that the buses only run 
every 2 hours. ME advised that Council had previously looked at this issue and the cost of 
subsidising the buses was prohibitive, and that now that ESCC have cut funding Stage Coach 
cannot operate a profitable service every hour. 
MHa also expressed concern about the lack of double yellow lines at the top of Workhouse Lane 
by the junction with the A28. People regularly park at the corner, which makes the junction even 
more dangerous. KD to ask Highways if the could instate double yellow lines at the junction. CM 
advised that he will be requesting a RDC team to carry out enforcement at this site. 
MHa and TH recently attended a Community Lead Housing conference and asked for this to be 
added as an agenda item next month. 
 

http://westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/12._Clerks_report_18-11.pdf
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     15.     Playground Reports - The monthly report was noted 
 

     16.     Correspondence  
16.1 How Local Authorities could be affected by Council Tax Referendum Principles – the 
report by SSALC was noted 

 
     17.     Financial 

17.1 Battle Area Community Transport – Council resolved to approve a grant application for 
£500 
17.2 Footpath between Recreation Ground and Tennis Courts – Council considered two 
quotes and resolved to appoint Bruce & Co to carry out the work to both parts of the path 
17.3 Royal British Legion - Council resolved to make a donation of £250 to this year's poppy 
appeal 
17.4 Commemorative poppy brochure – Council resolved to approve printing costs up to 
£150 
17.5 Draft budget 2019/20 - it was agreed to arrange a budget planning meeting vefore the next 
Council meeting so that the budget can be approved then 
17.6 Monthly reports. Council resolved to approve the monthly statement of budget against 
income and expenditure, and the bank reconciliation. Council resolved to authorise a virement 
of £1200 from various budget headings to accommodate the architect's fees for the Cricket 
pavilion  
17.7 Council resolved to approve the attached schedule of payments and receipts  

 
  18.     Dates of forthcoming events/meetings  

  18.1 5th December 2018 – Planning and Council meeting in the Church Hall from 6.30pm 
  18.2 8th May 2019 – Annual General Meeting (N.B. this is the first meeting following election 
 

  19.     Personnel 
(The public and Clerk were asked to leave the meeting) 
Council discussed the Clerk’s annual appraisal and pay review and resolved to approve the 
personnel working groups recommendations. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm 
 
Schedule of payments and receipts              7th November 2018 

 

PAYMENTS     

Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL £ 

K Darbyshire Clerk’s October Salary 964.21  964.21 

K Darbyshire Travel & Expenses Sep/Oct/Nov 
 

257.89  257.89 

B Firman October playgrounds/bus shelters litter 
collection 

40.00  40.00 

Paul Masters Playground inspection October  TBC  TBC 

Elm Architectural 
Services 

Architect fees Cricket Pavilion 2,000.00  2,000.00 

SSALC Councillors briefing training & Clerk’s 
Technical Networking 

140.00 38.00 178.00 

Cloud4 Computers Ltd Hosted e-mail exchange 32.37 6.47 38.84 

RECEIPTS     

Tickets Battle of Somme RBL Donation 10.00  10.00 
 
 


