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Present: Councillors J Woodhead (JW) Chairman, J Smith (JS) Vice Chair, J Downing (JD),  

R Bowe (RB), Min Stratford (MS); P Stapley (PS), J Anderson (JA), Sarah Green (SG), M 

Edwards (ME), M Horley (MH), H Monro (HM),  Kate Darbyshire (KD), R Burton (Parish 

Clerk) and 2 members of the public. 

1. Apologies:     

2. Disclosures of interest: None 

Break for questions from members of the public on matters on the agenda: There were none. 

****  

The chairman reordered the agenda to take item 10.5 and 10.4 at this point. 

10.5 The full Council resolved to ratify the recommendation of the Personnel Group to appoint 

Kate Darbyshire as our new clerk and RFO with effect from 1 July.  

Ron Burton was thanked by Council for his service during the past 6 months and also for 

agreeing to extend his period of notice to cover recruitment of a new clerk.  

10.4 Roger Carrier and Ian Taylor from the Westfield Cricket Club out lined a proposal to 

improve and renew the facilities on the cricket ground. The existing facilities are old and 

not “fit for purpose”. Over the last 3 years the club had moved up the leagues and they 

now want to encourage youth involvement. They are planning to have their own coach for 

next season. Roger Carrier said that the Club would facilitate the project and do most of 

the work with Ian Taylor acting as project manager but the Council would have to take the 

lead. If the Council will agree to take the lead RC will produce a detailed plan for the next 

meeting. 

The Council strongly supported the proposal. It was pointed out that there was only 10 

years to run on the existing lease therefore the Council needed to either negotiate a new 

lease or acquire the freehold. It was also pointed out that the Council would need an 

indemnity against an overrun of costs. Councillors were look forward to receiving a 

detailed plan at the next meeting. 

3. Minutes of last meetings. Proposed PS and seconded HM. 

4. Review Policies and TOR: 

4.1 

 
Document Retention: 

JW reported that there was no correlation between the electronic, paper and County record 

referencing. He is part way through re-documenting the whole documentation retention. It 

will be an item on the agenda in the future.   

5. District and County Councillor’s Report. There were none present 

6. Clerk’s Report. The Report was accepted. 

7. Chairman of the Trustees Report. The Chairman thanked Ron for his work as secretary 

and welcomed Kate to the role. 

MH reported that he, HM and MS had met with representatives of the Football Club. The 

meeting had proved very amicable and it was decided to leave the licence for 2016-17, 

with a few minor amendments, the same as the previous year. It was also decided to keep 

the fee at £500. The signed licence and the fee has now been received. 

Tony Harris has requested to use the field for coaching sessions but MH felt he could not 

confirm as the licence and other documents had not been completed at that time. The 

proposed dates were circulated. 

MS reported that someone had asked if they could use the field for fitness training on 

Monday mornings. They would not need the whole field. MH asked if it was a 

commercial operation. MS said that she believed participants would be paying a fee but 

questioned whether this was any different to the arrangement Tony Harris adopted. ME 

pointed out that the FC charged subscriptions. JS suggested that advice of the Charity 

Commission should be sought. JW suggested that MH should investigate further. 
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8. Correspondence.  

8.1 Email: new PCSO role. JW said that he was appalled at the statement made by the 

Commissioner on TV. JS reported that the PCSO had called her and said that there had 

been a change of plan and he would now be working from Battle.  

8.2 John the Baptist Church request. A request for funding has been received from St John 

the Baptist Church. JW said that it would be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

9. Chairman’s and other member’s reports. 

MS reported that issues about cars not stopping at the Zebra crossing had been posted on 

Facebook. MS said that we should really do something. She suggested that a light 

controlled crossing was the best solution. JW pointed out that this would be very 

expensive. PS suggested that CCTV would help to identify the offenders but it would be 

difficult to find a location. MS suggested that Parishioners should be encouraged to report 

incidents by calling 101. 

MS had been approached by a Westfield Parishioner who had an elderly neighbour that he 

was concerned about. He asked if there was a body or a group that could help. KD pointed 

out that age concern has a “buddy” scheme. KD will investigate possibilities with Social 

Services. 

MH reported that the road signs are being obscured by overgrown hedges. JW reported 

that the hedges along Westfield Lane are growing over the pathway. The hedge on the 

Westfield Down side of the A28 was owned by the County Council. KD was asked to 

contact ESCC. 

RB said that he been asked who should be contacted to enquire about a zebra crossing 

near the Parish Church. JW said that it would need to be in a safe place in order to 

convince the road safety people. JW suggested looking at the Rother and ESCC websites. 

JS reported that cars were parking half on the road and footpath to the surgery. This was 

not leaving enough space for wheelchairs or children's buggies to pass. JS said she had 

spoken to the Practise Manager who said there was nothing they could do as they don't 

own the road. MS suggested writing to the owner. KD was asked to write to the Practise 

Manager asking them to cut back the hedge and to put up a sign asking people to park 

sensibly. 

JS reported that she had received a complaint about dogs in the recreation ground. There 

is a sign saying “no dogs”. JW said that if they suspect the dog to be a pit bull type they 

should call the Police. 

JS said she had reported the drain on the A28 outside the surgery to John Copp our 

highways steward. They had tarmacked over the temporary repair and rubble was 

blocking the drain. 

JD suggested that a “No Through Road” sign was needed on Heathlands and Greenacres. 

KD was asked to write to the District Council. 

10. Other Matters 

10.1 Playground Report. Paul's report was accepted 

10.2 Tennis Court Booking. There have been reports of problems with booking the Tennis 

Courts.  There are 2 locations where the courts can be booked and paid for, the 

Newsagents and Londis.  Therefore someone can pay and get the key from one location 

and then find that the courts are already occupied by someone else who has got the key 

from the other location. MS reported that Patrick the landlord of the New Inn has offered 

to take the booking and payments for the keys. If they kept a diary then advanced 

bookings could be made. However the pub is only open from 12am. If Patrick is to do it 

then he would need a written statement of the requirements i.e. what ID needed, age limits 
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See next page for Schedule of payments and receipts 
 
  

etc. ME volunteered to produce a draft proposal. The key held by Londis has been lost by 

a user. It was agreed to replace the lock and keys 

10.3 Playground equipment. The new play equipment has been installed.  MS pointed out 

that the inclusive swing did not come with a harness and suggested that it should have 

one. The price is approximately £60. MS proposed that one should be ordered and this 

was seconded by JS. The council approved the expenditure and KD was asked to place an 

order. 

MS reported that fund raising was taking place to pay for play equipment specifically for 

the disabled. MS and JS have done some research and have found a round-about that is 

specifically for children with disabilities which would cost around £9,500. Ms felt that the 

Council should contribute. JW pointed out that anything installed on the recreation field 

must be owned and insured by the Council. The Council agreed to support the project in 

principle 

10.4 Taken before Item 3. On the agenda 

10.5 Taken before Item 3. On the agenda 

10.6 Horticultural Society Proposal. They have proposed a scheme of planting around 

various signs in the village. JS suggested that it was a matter for East Sussex County 

Council to consider. It was pointed out that future maintenance would have to be the 

responsibility of the Horticultural Society. The Council supported the idea. KD was asked 

to investigate who at ESCC  was the right person to deal with the matter. 

10.7 ROSPA play area safety inspection reports – to be considered on the 18th July Parish 

Walkabout 

11.  Financial 

11.1 Monthly Reports:  The monthly reports were accepted – proposed MS seconded SG 

11.2 Schedule of Payments: The schedule of payments and receipts was accepted - proposed 

PS seconded JW. 

12 Dates of forthcoming events/meetings:  

12.1 

 

18th July Parish Walkabout 6pm at Churchfield play area - (ending at Joan’s house to 

celebrate Joan’s 95th birthday) 
3rd August 2016 – planning and council meeting in the Community Hall from 6.30pm 

 The meeting closed at 9:05pm 
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Schedule of payments and receipts 
 
 
PAYMENTS     
Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL £ 
R Burton Clerks pay & expenses   766.05 
Westfield Trees Tree pruning – Recreation Ground   250.00 
RBS Rialtas Annual software maintenance 113.00 22.60 135.60 
B Firman Payment for weekly playgrounds/bus 

shelters litter collection 
  40.00 

P Masters Playground Maintenance, strimming & 
fitting replacing swings 

  60.00 

Online Playgrounds Replacement swings 111.45 22.29 133.74 
Post Office Counters Tax and N.I.   585.55 
Westfield Parish 
Field 

Transfer of Football Club License Fee 
2015/16 to Trustees account 

  500.00 

HAGS-SMP Ltd Replacement of play equipment – 
Recreation Ground 

15,789.0
0 

3,157.8
0 

18,946.80 

R Burton Clerks final pay & expenses   355.94 
Playsafety Ltd RoSPA inspection of playgrounds and 

equipment 
206.50 41.3 247.80 

RECEIPTS     
Santander Interest   20.57 
News Agent Tennis Court Hirer Fees   14.65 
Londis Tennis Court Hirer Fees   39.00 
 


