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Present: Councillors J Woodhead (JW) Chairman, J Smith (JS) Vice Chair,  
R Bowe (RB), J Anderson (JA), Sarah Green (SG), M Edwards (ME), M Horley (MH), H Monro 
(HM), K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), Councillor Maynard, Councillor Johnson and 5 members of 
the public. 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
Apologies were received from Councillors, J Downing, M Stratford, P Stapley and accepted 
by those present 
 

2. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
There were no disclosures of interest, nor were there any changes to the Register of 
Interests 

 
3. Questions from Members of the Public on matters on the agenda 

There were no questions from Members of the Public 
 

4. Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 6th July 2016  
Subject to the addition of John Anderson in the list of apologies, the Minutes of the Full 
Council Meeting held on the 6th July were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 
Reports: 

 
5. Westfield Down Project Report – Roger Carrier (RC) (Project Manager) 

Councillors were given a brief history of the project to date, and were invited to look at the plans 
for the site. RC discussed the 3 Phases of the project, i.e. Football, Cricket Pavilion and 
Recreation Facilities. 
 
The latest update is that Mrs Dunkley (the land owner) has agreed the sale verbally, and The 
Contract is now available for signing by all parties. Once the sale is complete the developer will 
need to: make a planning application for the drainage scheme, renew the change of usage 
application, and make a detailed planning application for the housing. 

 
Once the sale of the land is complete the developer has to complete certain works before the 
houses can be built/occupied. RC advised that he will check to ensure the developer is adhering 
to this, but suggested others may need to do the same. 

 
RC then took questions from Councillors 

 ME asked if the developer was financially robust, to which RC replied that the developer 
is well known in the South East and their finances are on public record, and no reason for 
concern. 

 SG asked how long till the Cricket Club lease is agreed. RC pointed out that Mrs Dunkley 
needs the sale of the land to go through before the lease can be agreed. 

 HM stated that there was a presumption that if the project didn’t go ahead, the Cricket 
Club would still be able to get a new lease, but this would probably not be for another 9 
years when the current lease is due to expire. 

 JS asked how quickly a fence would go up around the land once the sale had gone 
through. RC advised that the developer would likely wait until planning had been 
approved, but believed they would want to start sometime in the New year. 

 JS expressed concern that dog walkers would start to use the cricket pitch if they could 
no longer access the Westfield Down site. RC suggested a solution would be to fence the 
Cricket Club. 

 JW highlighted the possibility of the developer ‘land banking’. Although it was felt this was 
unlikely, it would not mean that the Cricket Club Pavilion couldn’t go ahead. 
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RC went on to discuss the Cricket Pavilion project in more detail, to include the need to get 
confirmation of 0% VAT from HMRC in writing, and the importance of an Agreement for Lease. 
Legal fees for drawing up the lease will need to be met by the Council, but RC suggested this 
could be kept to a minimum by using parts of the Bowls Club lease.  
 
HM and SG volunteered to be part of the Westfield Cricket Pavilion Working Party (WCPWP) 
and Council accepted this. 
 
Council resolved to appoint Ian Taylor as Project Manager for the Cricket Pavilion Project, and 
will formerly appoint him in writing. 
 
HM wished to thank RC for all of his work to date. 
 
At this point Mick Kempster the new Chairman of the Football Club wanted to express his 
support for the Westfield Down Project. He explained how the club is thriving with, 3 adult teams 
and 16 junior teams. The FA keep tightening the rules and regulations for divisions, so they are 
keen to get to the Down site as soon as possible. 
 
HM wanted it to noted that the Council are very supportive of the Football Club and all its efforts 
for the youth of Westfield. 

 
6. District and County Councillor’s report 

 
Councillor Johnson advised that Roger Comerford of Rother District Council had requested a 
meeting with Councillors to discuss the Development & Site Allocations DPD, and it was 
suggested that this was an opportunity for District and Parish Councils to work together to 
propose possible development sites. All Councillors present stated they wished to attend a 
meeting with Roger Comerford, and arrangements will be made to facilitate this. 
 
Councillor Maynard advised that new library hours have been ratified, with a decrease of 25% in 
opening hours, resulting in a £1/2 million p.a. saving. There are no planned library closures, and 
Hastings library is set to benefit from a £9 million investment. 

 
Councillor Maynard has had no update on the Cottage Lane footway, but advised that he would 
chase it up with the Legal Department. 

 
7. Clerk’s report 

 

The Clerk clarified the situation with the padlock for the tennis courts 
 

The Clerk asked Councillors if they still wished a letter to be written to the GP surgery about 
parking on the footpath, which they did.  

 

8. Chairman of Trustees report 
 

Three Trustees had a meeting with Tony Harris, of Pass + Move, on 29th July. The Trustees 
were very satisfied that although money is involved, they are happy for Pass + Move to carry on 
using the Parish Field as they have been doing to date. 

 

The Trustees who attended this meeting felt that an opportunity had been missed when Raw Fit 
had asked to use the Parish Field. It was agreed that any future enquiries should be dealt with 
promptly to allow the Parish Field to be used for other activities that will benefit Parishioners. 
 

Copies of all insurances for the Football Club have now been received, and MH will chase up the 
renewal in the next couple of months. 
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9. Chairman of the Council and other member’s reports 
 
John Anderson 
Reported lots of activity in small outbuildings at Hoads Farm (off Moat Lane), and that a lorry 
and digger are permanently parked off the main drive to Hoads Farm. JA will contact the 
Enforcement Officer at RDC, Mick Adams. 
 
Ongoing issue with the drain cover on the A28 near the GP Surgery. JS will copy Councillor 
Maynard in on all e-mail correspondence to date, so that he can follow it up. 
 
Michael Edwards 
 

Recently attended Rother Association of Local Councils (RALC) meeting.  

 Advised that now have 9 PCSOs in Rother and 15 in Hastings and Chief Inspector at 
Battle wanted to assure WPC that there is sufficient cover. 

 Kier Group who are contracted for Westfield’s refuse collections are in real financial 
difficulties 
 

Michael Horley 
 
Hedges are still overgrown along A28. KD advised that have been reported to East Sussex 
Highways who have passed onto the Steward who will inspect and decide on the 
appropriate course of action. JS reported that Speed Watch Team had cut back hedges 
around road signs along A28 near Mill Lane 
 
Large hole at start of Mill Lane on land owned by ESCC. 
 
Jackie Smith 
 
Saw a parishioner cutting hedges on Westfield Lane, which was dangerous. Highlighted the 
need for them to be done properly. 

 

10. Correspondence: 
 
10.1 Parishioner Emma Camp – Councillors were supportive of Emma’s proposal in 
principle to hold a personal training session on a Tuesday evening for teenagers and adults. 
MH will correspond with Emma as Chairman of the Trustees. 
 
10.2 RDC – Westfield Christmas Lights – request from Richard Parker-Harding, Head of 
Environmental Health, that the Parish Council arrange for warning signs for motorists to be 
displayed on all roads leading to Westfield at the end of November and during December 
until the end of the event.  

 SG said that the ‘switch on’ event last year was very dangerous with people 
gathering in the road, and the Police had quoted £3,000 to safeguard the event. 

 Council resolved to write to Battle’s Chief Inspector Paul Phelps asking for his help 
on the matter. 

 Council resolved to reply to Richard Parker-Harding to explain that this is not an 
event organised by the Council and therefore not Council’s responsibility to display 
road signs. 

 

10.3 RDC – Development & Site Allocations DPD – requesting daytime meeting with 
Councillors to discuss the forthcoming plan on 16, 17, 19 August 
This issue was addressed as part of the District Councillor’s report (see 6). 
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10.4 Request from St John the Baptist PCC for grant of £1,500 for 2016 
(The Chairman renumbered this item, which was originally listed as 12.3 on the Agenda) 
JW proposed and ME seconded, and Council resolved to approve the grant - 
 

11.  Other matters 
11.1 RoSPA and Parish Walkabout – schedule of works  
Tree stumps in Recreation Ground are high priority and Council resolved to authorise up to 
£500 to get them ground out and the holes made good. KD will get quotes and arrange for 
work to be carried out. 
 

 KD was asked to e-mail Paul Masters’ contact details to all Councillors 
 

12. Financial 
12.1 Monthly reports. Council resolved to accept the monthly reports 
12.2 Schedule of payments and receipts. Council resolved to accept the schedule of 
payment and receipts 
12.3 Request from St John the Baptist PCC for grant of £1,500 for 2016 (See 10.4)  
12.4 Request from St John the Baptist PCC for grant of £1,500 for 2017. Councillors agreed 
to defer making a decision until the budget is set in November 2016.  

 
  13. Dates of forthcoming events/meetings 

 13.1 7th September 2015–Planning and Council meeting in the Community Hall from 6.30pm 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 

 
   

    Schedule of payments and receipts            3 August 2016 
 

PAYMENTS     

Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL £ 

K Darbyshire Clerk’s July pay and expenses 831.56  831.56 

B Firman July payment for weekly playgrounds/bus 
shelters litter collection 

40.00 0.00 40.00 

PCC St John 
the Baptist 

Grant for Churchyard 2016 1500.00 0.00 1500.00 

     

     

RECEIPTS     

Santander July interest 16.60 0.00 16.60 

HMRC VAT repayment 1928.45 0.00 1928.45 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


